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Alexander and Redd: <em>The Lion of the Lord: Essays on the Life and Service of Brigh

book reviews
SUSAN EASTON BLACK and LARRY C PORTER eds

the lion of

the lord essays on the life and service of
ofbrigham
brigham young salt
ap index notes 1995
lake city deseret book 1995 xii 462 pp
19.95
1995
reviewed by thomas G alexander lemuel hardison redd jr professor of western american history at brigham young university

in any collection of essays many readers will undoubtedly
find some more useful than others in determining the usefulness
of most essays 1I generally ask myself what new interpretive insights they offer ordinarily 1I am less interested in essays that reweil known topics or interpretations than in
weli
well
view or add detail to wenn
those that offer new insights especially new interpretive insights
moreover 1I find particularly useful those that provide a corrective
to the conventional wisdom
using that criteria I1 found four essays in this co
collection
flection most
worthwhile jill mulvay derrs
berrs brigham young and the awakening
of mormon women in the 1870s 312 37
leys
57 william G Hart
hartleys
hartless
brigham young and priesthood work at the general and local
Whit takers brigham young and the
levels 338 70 david J whittakers
106 and gail geo holmess A prophmissionary enterprise 85
85106
et who followed fulfilled and magnified brigham young in iowa
and nebraska 128 53
although derrs
berrs essay appeared in an earlier version in BYU
studies in 1978 it is significant because it challenges the conventional wisdom on the role of women in nineteenth century mormon society the essay reconciles the apparent contradictions
between the nineteenth century system of relegating women to
second class status american societys
socie tys tendency to view mormon
polygamy as degrading to women and brigham youngs encouragement of women to acquire marketable skills in the essay derr
231
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argues rightly 1I believe that although brigham young was no
modern feminist he had considerable respect for women and their
intellect and skills unlike many nineteenth century men he refused to relegate them solely to the roles of running households
caring for husbands and nurturing children
Hart
hartleys
leys essay builds on his previous work particularly his
hartless
essay on the 1877 priesthood reorganization this essay covers the
full range of organizational activities at the general church stake
and ward levels during brigham youngs presidency it offers a
ism through
presentism
needed corrective to the lens of pervasive present
presentist
which many members tend to view earlier church organization
and practice he shows for instance that the seeds of currently
accepted stake and ward organization and functions date from relatively late in president youngs administration the general practice of ordaining young men to successive offices in the aaronic
priesthood did not begin until after Brig
brighams
hams death men were frequently called to move from one settlement to another to serve as
bishops or stake presidents and during the early years of president
youngs administration half of the apostles lived outside salt lake
city and many served as stake presidents
VAlit
walit
taker explores the ten missions that brigham served
whittaker
prior to the death of joseph smith in june 1844 and then examines
missionary work during his service as church president brigham
viewed missionary work as a tool to facilitate the gathering of the
saints to the great basin most significantly the missionary force
during brigham youngs presidency was very small averaging
fewer than 80 missionaries in the field per year even in the peak
year of 1869 only 222 missionaries served although missionaries
served then for much longer than the present eighteen months to
ol
001
.11 percent of the church
two years an average of approximately oi
membership served on missions at any one time currently nearly
og
06
0.6 percent of church members are serving in the mission field
06
whittaker considers the significance of missionary labor as an
aspect of the gathering and of the larger pattern of emigration to
and colonization of the american west he does not however
consider the significance of missionary work for our understanding of the role of women in utah society As most readers know
the conventional wisdom has it that because of the large number
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of men serving on missions women had to take a more active role
in supporting families than is now necessary since however an
average of only about eighty men served at any time in the mission
field the emphasis noted by derr on educating women for profes
fessions
sions takes on a decidedly different meaning instead of stemming from the necessity of work to support families in the absence
of missionary husbands brigham youngs admonitions for women
to train for and participate in the marketplace derived from his perception of their role in building the kingdom
holmess essay ought to dispel the widespread impression
that still persists but ought to have been laid to rest in 1987 with
mormons at the missouri
the publication of richard bennetts cormons
1846- 75521 that mormon pioneers concentrated only at winter
184618521
quarters nebraska and council bluffs ganesville
ville iowa holmes
Kanes
kanesville
offers a short but valuable discussion of the geographic range of
mormon settlements on both sides of the missouri together with
the location of various other native american and euro american
communities and business enterprises
because many of the readers of BYU studies may not be as
familiar with the literature as many scholars most will find the other
essays in this volume useful and informative as well to help such
readers the following survey comments on the remaining essays
whittingham
whitingham
whit ingham vermont birthplace of briglarry C porters wiiftingham
ham young prophet colonizer statesman 1 19 is most valuable in adding detail to our information on the family of john
young brigham youngs father the essay outlines the various residences of the family and locates the probable sites of family homes
in whittingham
ingham through the use of local records and histories oral
whitingham
Whit
history interviews and other documents
espling
esplins
ronald K Esp
lins conversion and transformation brigham
youngs new york roots and the search for bible religion
hive and upbringing the
five
fife
ilfe
20
53 considers brigham youngs early life
2053
fam ilys religious environment his local reputation and profesfamilys
sions his conversion to mormonism and his early missionary and
other church activities until the death of his first wife miriam
works in 1832 the essays most important contribution is to
relate Brig
brighams
hams early life and conversion to the biblical culture of
new england and new york
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brigham young and the transformation of the
first quorum of the twelve 54 84 discusses the organization of
the quorum of the twelve thomas marshs
marahs presidency and disaffec
fection
tion brigham youngs call as president of the quorum and the
central role of the mission to great britain in the emergence of
the twelve as a leading quorum in the church drawing on his wide
ranging research on brigham young esplin helps us understand the
important role that brigham played in transforming the twelve from
a local council to one of the leading quorums of the church
backmanjr
milton V backman
jr s the keys are right here succession
retells the story of the early role of the
in the presidency 107 27 rebells
twelve their succession to the church leadership after the death
of joseph smith and the eventual reorganization of the first presidency in 1847 the essay provides an excellent overview of the
role of the twelve in responding to the vicissitudes of church leadership following the martyrdom of joseph smith
susan easton blacks the mormon battalion religious author154 71 offers additional
ity clashed with military leadership
mormons and some of the
insight into the conflicts between the cormons
army officers drawing on her larger and extremely valuable biographical studies black presents additional biographical information on the various characters in the conflict the essay also
emphasizes brigham youngs role as religious leader behind the
mormon battalion
dale FE Be echers colonizer of the west 172 208 provides
an outline of the settlement process used by the latter day saints
one of becchers
Be
beechers
echers most valuable contributions is a twenty eight
page listing of colonies founded by latter day saints between 1846
and 1930 beecher however undoubtedly claims too much influmormons
mons contrary to his assertions congress did not
ence for the cormons
Mor
mormons had to purchase
ratify the mormon land system rather cormons
or homestead land under federal laws just as other settlers moremormons actually influenced
over there is little evidence that the cormons
the development of the national forest system in addition as walter prescott webb robert dunbar donald pisani and others have
shown irrigation institutions similar to those in utah also developed in other western territories and states
richard L jensens
Jen sens brigham young and the gathering to
hensens
zion 209 26 offers an overview of the migration of latter day
Esp
espling
esplins
lins
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saints as they sought to build zion it is especially valuable as a discussion of the role of the perpetual emigrating fund
richard 0 cowans brigham young builder of temples
43 discusses youngs work in constructing and operating
227
22743
temples beginning with the kirtland temple brigham young had
some association with all the temples constructed in the nineteenth century although the manti and logan temples were not
completed until after his death he even worked on the initial planning of the two edifices
paul H petersons brigham young and the mormon reformation 244 61 builds on his doctoral dissertation and on research
by gustive larson howard searle michael orme gene sessions
and this reviewer to provide a concise overview of the reformation
of 1856 57 the reformation was undoubtedly one of the most signific
nificant
ant events of the 1850s peterson points out that although
grunt
giant
glant is generally credited with starting the reformation
jedediah grant
brigham young actually envisioned the movement
john J stewarts
stewards the railroad builder 262 90 reviews
brigham youngs role in the planning and construction of railmormons
roads contrary to the arguments of a number of anti cormons
brigham favored the construction of the transcontinental railroad
he also promoted and facilitated the building of branch lines
throughout northern and central utah
Arring tons brigham young and the great basin
leonard J arringtons
economy 291 311 draws on a lifetime of research and writing
to provide a concise overview of the mormon role in building an
economic system in the intermountain west young expected to
refashion the earth to make it like the garden of eden 291
Arring tons essay recounts the methods used in an attempt to
arringtons
achieve that objective
john W welch and john wm maddoxs
maddows reflections on the
teachings of brigham young 371 441 offers a valuable and comprehensive fifty three page index to 734 brigham young sermons
the authors adopt a view that contrasts with those of john A
Widt
soe eugene E campbell and hugh W nibley on the central
widtsoe
themes of brigham youngs discourses they recognize that widt
soe nibley and campbell offer idiosyncratic readings of brighams
Brig hams
talks moreover aware of the limitation of any effort of selection
they have in an effort to identify the strongest reflexes in his
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typical teaching 383 attempted to classify the main themes in
each speech twenty eight topics such as god 42 joseph smith
32 knowledge 31 plural marriage 21 and adam and eve
16 appear in fifteen or more speeches twenty seven further topics such as prayer 13 women 12 resurrection 12 and freedom 9 appear between nine and thirteen times with another
forty three between five and eight times
the pitfalls in the path of any such effort become evident
however when we review some of their selections the category
his other common themes 5 to 8 entries excludes brigham
youngs adam god theory 385 nevertheless the subject index
of discourses of brigham young under adam lists at least eight
hist minimizes
fist
examples 390 that fit in that category though the list
this number by subdividing the entries what this seems to mean is
that brigham spoke more frequently on adam god than he did on
several subjects including the bible 5 death 5 and family 5
none of which are subdivided in the list 385 in this connection
the authors seem a bit too hard on gene campbell when they
argue that his selection consists of obscure points that receive
little or no emphasis today or details that tend to be more sensational than substantial 378 from my admittedly biased point of
view it seems obvious that if we are to understand people in times
past however difficult it may be we ought to try to avoid the
imposition of a presentist emphasis today 378 interpretation
on their works latter day saints reject the adam god theory today
as heresy but as campbell understood brigham young considered
it significant
in summary 1I would recommend this collection especially
for the essays by derr hartley VA
dttaker
ottaker and holmes the other
whittaker
essays are interesting and informative and many readers will undoubtedly find them useful as well

NOTE

cormons at the mls
Mis
mik
richard E bennett mormons
missouri
missowl
sowl 1846 1852 and should
norman university of oklahoma press 1987
we die
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